THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE
patronage which they exercised with much honesty of purpose.
THE HOME GOVERNMENT
After the shock of the Indian Mutiny the British Parliament determined itself to assume the direction of Indian affairs.   By a law passed in 1858 the supreme authority over India was vested in the Crown, acting through a special Secretary of State, whose pay was provided from the Indian revenues.   The traditions of the Board of Directors were preserved by the establishment of an advisory  Council,  consisting,   at present,   of  thirteen members, of whom nine must have had at least ten years' Indian experience in administration, law or commerce. Two of the existing members are Indians. The Secretary of State may, if he pleases, act in independence of his advisers, except in regard to matters, mainly affecting finance, which under the law must be disposed of by a majority of votes in Council,   The Council has no right to see papers of a secret or confidential character.   But it deals with a vast number of references upon matters of minor importance, for the consideration of which the members are grouped into seven departmental committees. The extent of the Secretary of State's control has depended upon his character and upon the strength of the Parliamentary majority behind him; and, so long as he can count upon the support of his party, a man of ideas and of masterful inclinations can, in fact, wield despotic authority.   Under   Queen  Victoria's   proclamation   of 1858 it is the function of the Governor-General "to administer the Government in Our name, and generally to act in Our name and on Our behalf, subject to such orders and regulations as he shall from time to time receive through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State," and this definition of the relation of the Governor-General to the Secretary of State was confirmed by legislation in
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